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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 FRB-03 

INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 TRSE-00 XMB-02 OPIC-03 SP-02 

CIEP-01 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 STR-04 INT-05 DODE-OO 

PA-01 PRS-01 L-03 /066W 

073830 

R 150620Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3186 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 9750 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION BANGKOK INFO UDORN FROM SONGKHLA 14 APR 76 
REPEATED 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL SONGKHLA 092 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EINV, EMIN 

SUBJECT: TIN RIP-OFFS CONTINUE; RTG OFFICIALS IMPLICATED 
REF: SONGKHLA 067 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . CONSQLATE SENIOR LOCAL MET LAST WEEK WITH FRIENDS 
FROM SONGKHLA WHO NOW INVOLVED IN TIN MINING OFFSHORE AT 
PHANG NGA AND RANONG AREAS. SOURCE CLAIMED SOME 7,000 
BOATS NOW RANGED ALONG THE COAST WITH DIVERS RAPACIOUSLY 
MINING TIN. ABOUT 50 SONGKHLA BOATS THERE, ALONG WITH 
OTHERS FROM MANY PROVINCES IN SOUTH AS WELL AS FROM BANGKOK 
AREA. INVESTORS ARE LARGE AND SMALL, WITH ONE SYNDICATE 
CONTROLLING ENTIRE TRADE. 

2. SOURCE SAID THAT MINERS BRING UP ABOUT 1,000 KILOS OF 
TIN ORE PER WEEK, AND THAT THIS IS SOLD TO SYNDICATE WHICH 
IN COLLUSION WITH LOCAL RTG OFFICIALS. ONLY ABOUT 30 
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IN PHUKET: MAJORITY OF TIN SMUGGLED TO EITHER PENANG OR 
SINGAPORE. SYNDICATE HAS STRONG CONTROL OVER ALL ACTIVITIES 
OF BOATS AND MINERS IN AREA, AND ITS HIRED GANGSTERS METE 
OUT RUTHLESS PUNISHMENT TO KEEP OPERATION GOING SMOOTHLY. 

3. SOME SMALLER INVESTORS LOSING MONEY AND THINKING OF 
PULLING OUT. DISSENSION ALSO ON RISE AMONG MINERS WHO FEEL 
MIDDLEMAN IS ONCE AGAIN MAJOR BENEFACTOR IN ECONOMIC 
SITUATION (SOME EVEN WISHED FOR OLD TEMCO DAYS WHEN THERE 
WERE MORE JOBS. BETTER WAGES AND NO RULE OF THE GUN). SOME 
MINERS SLOWING DOWN DIVING PURPOSELY. SINCE THEY FEEL THEY 
NOT RECEIVING A FAIR SHARE OF PROFITS. DESPITE POSSIBILITY 
OF INTRA-GANG WARFARE, OVERALL SITUATION CONTINUES LOOK 
EXCEEDINGLY BAD FOR DOMESTIC THAI ECONOMY AS WELL AS FOR 
FOREIGN INVESTORS. EXPECT GANGSTER ELEMENT SOMEWHAT 
CONCERNED ABOUT STANCE OF NEWLY-ELECTED RTG, BUT SINCE WEST 
COAST MAFIA HERE LOOKS SO EFFICIENT IT ALSO LIKELY THEY 
ALREADY HAVE THEIR MAN INSIDE. CASTRODALE 

UNQUOTE 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TIN, SMUGGLING, MINING INDUSTRY 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 15 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BANGKO09750 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 42-0889 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760460/aaaabyji.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SONGKHLA 67 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUN 2004 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <23 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TIN RIP-OFFS CONTINUE; RTG OFFICIALS IMPLICATED 
TAGS: EINV, EMIN, TH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



